The title compound was prepared by decarboxylation of 2,4,6-trihydroxy-3,5-dinitrobenzoic acid in water at elevated temperature. Single crystals were grown from an aqueous solution.
Discussion
Highly functionalized polynitro-polyphenols are interesting synthons for the preparation of cyclic polyamino-polyalcohols [1] , which themselves have versatile metal binding properties [2] . The molecule of the title compound is approximately planar with the two nitro groups only slightly twisted out of the plane of the aromatic ring. The angle between the planes defined by an itro group and the aromatic ring is 1.5°(N2) and 5.6°(N1). The three hydroxy groups are involved in intramolecular hydrogen bonding with the phenolic hydroxy groups acting as hydrogen donor and the nitro groups as hydrogen acceptor. 
